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Urban Crisis in the 21st Century
In the book "City Politics: The Political Economy of Urban America," the authors discuss the urban crisis of the 21st century. The crisis that the authors refer is the contemporary problem of segregation between the Blacks and the Whites which has sprung stereotypes such as "black ghetto" and "The American dream of home ownership and upward mobility" (Dennis, Hinze, & Annika, 2019). The authors have largely attributed the urban crisis of the 21st century to the historic immigration of people from the prominent cities in the United States to the urban centers and suburbs which happened in the 20th century.    
The crisis started in the 20th century when millions of U.S citizens started immigrating to the suburbs. The majority of the immigrants were the affluent households who were already tired of living in busy industrial cities. The second immigration was apparent in the 1930s and involved people moving to city centers. At this time, Mexicans made their way to the cities, 5 million African-Americans moved to the north, and rural dwellers moved to the urban centers (Dennis, Hinze, & Annika, 2019). Following the over-population in the urban areas, the poor White Americans and blacks occupied the rural areas scattered across the country. Arguably, the crisis left a negative legacy of bitterness. After the postwar period, the southern shifted to mechanized agriculture, especially in the cotton fields. This paradigm shift rendered many blacks jobless and thus escalating their poverty levels (Dennis, Hinze, & Annika, 2019). As the poor-rich gaps between the blacks and the whites became more apparent, the black families started to move out of the south leaving the whites to live on their own. 
The segregation of the blacks resulted in conflicts where the whites had their own businesses, and the blacks survived on their own. These tactics initiated the racial wars, where the whites sold their houses at significantly low prices. On the other hand, the blacks abandoned their businesses and thus crushing any hopes of moving out of the slums ‘ghettos'. According to the authors, many neighborhoods did not recover from the traumas while others had to take decades to completely recuperate from the turmoil (Dennis, Hinze, & Annika, 2019). Therefore, the urban crisis of the 21st century is the racial problem brought by the 20th-century massive immigration.
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